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An Ideal Image of Industrial Man of the Day, Walter Rathenau:
P. E. Drucker’s Political Perspectives in His Formative Works (1933-1942)
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—Summary

This essay deals with a discussion of Drucker’s personal history and experience in
Europe, and in his formative writings 1933-1942 generally, because this is essential
for his whole life and works. Our approach to his “inventing management” and to
his thinking framework depends on a distinctive way, which had been developed
in Europe from 1914 to 1930’s. The best way to demonstrate his “difference” is to
analyze that curious intellectual politician and industrialist, Walter Rathenau 1867-
1922, who was so influential for German history in the early twentieth century.
Rathenau worked in the intellectual and practical arenas, and in short whole became
one of the dominant forces in the field. He generated new rules of industry, achieved
for publication, and created novelty, often through the harsh polemics sometimes
though to be brilliance of the day in politics and industry. In the management
profession, Drucker regarded him to be the first person who organized it as a specific
discipline, singled out as an autonomous total function, discussed the philosophy and
consistency of his endeavor and provided new surprising applications. Surveying
Rathenau’s life and accomplishments provide the general discussion as to which
kind of distinctive perspectives are adequate for “Drucker Studies,” which is one of
the major purposes of this essay.
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